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SACRAMENTO UPDATE

LACDA Authorization

On January15, 2004, AssemblymanBob Pachecohosteda meeting in Sacramentoto
discuss implementationof AB 1147 and authorizationof the LACDA Project. The
meeting was attendedby the Deputy Director and Deputy Assistant Director of the
California Department of Water Resources (DWR), the County’s Sacramento
Advocates,.andRod Kubomoto, from the Departmentof Pubhc Works (DPW). The
State officials indicated they were impressed by the County’s progress on
improvementsto the L.A. River and,are very supportiveof moving as quickly as is
possibleon full authorizationof the LACDA Project. Therewill be a meetingof the L.A.
River MasterPlan Advisory Committee(LARMPAC) on January28, 2004. The meeting
will beattendedby DWR, aswell asall otherstakeholders.This will be the first meeting
of the LARMPAC sincethe Secretaryof the ResourcesAgency appointed it as the
“advisorycommittee”requiredin AB 1147, DPW will work with the LARMPAC to quickly
updatethe p~anfor the LA. River for the Board’s approval, as required by AB 1147.
Although flood control project subventionshavebeen suspendedin the Statebudget,
and the Governor has delayed the appropriation of Proposition 50 funds, our
SacramentoAdvocateswifl continueto work on finding potentialsourcesof funding for
LACDA subvention.
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Pursuitof Positionon Legislation

AJR 59 (Maze), which was introducedon January22, 2003, would memorializethe
Legislature’srequestthat thePresidentandCongresssupportcontinuedoperationand
maintenanceof all military basescurrently in operation in California, Support for
AJR 59 is consistentwith the County’s FederalLegislative Agenda, adopted by the
Boardon January20, 2004,which opposesproposalswhich would result in downsizing
and/or closure of the Los Angeles Air Force Base, Therefore, the County’s
SacramentoAdvocateswill supportpassageof AJR 59.

Statusof County-Interest Legislation

County-sponsoredAB 44 (Pacheco),which would addresstechnicalissuesregarding
the notification of various parties of juvenile court proceedingsto determine,review,
revise or terminate the status of a child as a dependentchild of the court, was
withdrawn from the Governor’sDesk and returnedto theSenateon January20, 2004
becausecurrent languagein the bill would “chapter out” other bills signed in 2003.
Amendmentsarecurrentlybeingdrafted in orderto correcttheproblem.

County-supported AB 340 (Frommer), which would make it illegal to sell, offer for
sale,buy, possess,manufacture,or distributea devicecapableof sendingasignal that
interrupts or changesthe sequenceof a traffic signal, was amendedon January14,
2004 to addthat a personoperatinga transitbus equippedwith an authorizeddevice is
exemptfrom this rule.

County-supportedAB 384 (Leslie), which would require the State Departmentof
Correctionsand the California Youth Authority to adopt regulations prohibiting the
possessionof tobaccoproductsby inmatesin stateprisonand Youth Authority facilities,
passedthe AssemblyAppropriationsCommitteeon January22, 2004 by a 22 to 1 vote
andpassedtheAssemblyby avote of 64 to 4 on January26, 2004. It now proceedsto
theSenate.

Countysupported,if amended,AB 496 (Correa),was amendedon January22, 2004
to once again establisha SantaAna River Conservancy. This bill was originally
introducedon February14, 2003.The Boardvotedto supportthe bill if it were amended
to includerepresentationof the County,aswell asLos AngelesCountycitiesthat arein
the SantaAna River watershed,on the Conservancy’sboard. On September9, 2003
we reportedthat the bill hadbeenamended,changingthe bill’s subjectto private post-
secondary vocational educational institution accreditation. We reported on
September15, 2003 that the bill was changedagain, authored by Assemblyman
Lowenthal to exemptcertain petroleumproducts,known as “bunker fuels”, from local
andStatesalesand usetaxesuntil 2014. That versionof thebill wasnot actedon prior
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to adjournment.The reintroducedversionof theoriginal bill authorizestheConservancy
until January1, 2012 and prohibits it from implementingthe funding authorizationuntil
the Legislatureappropriates,from otherthanGeneralFundsources,or a bond act, the
necessaryfunds. As the bill still doesnot include representationof Los AngelesCounty
or its cities on theConservancy’sboard,our Sacramentoadvocateswill againwork with
theauthorto amendthe bill.

County-supported AR 1432 (Firebaugh), which would eliminate provisions of
California law barring Californiaprosecutionof defendantsbasedon foreign convictions
or acquittalsandprovidescredit for actualtime servedin a foreign country for thesame
crime, passedthe Assembly Appropriations Committee on a vote of 22 to 1 on
January22, 2004 andpassedtheAssemblyby a vote of 71 to 1 on January26, 2004.
It now proceedsto theSenate.

County-supportedand amendedAB 1618 (Firebaughand Calderon),which would
require railroad companiesin California to develop an approvedprotocol for rapid
communicationwith the Sate Office of EmergencyServices, the California Highway
Patrol and designatedlocal agenciesin an endangeredarea during emergency
situationswherethereis a runawaytrain, was referredto the AssemblyCommitteeon
Transportationon January20, 2004, to considertheSenatetechnicalamendments.

County-supportedAR 1663 (Outra),which would extendthe repealdateof January1,
2005 to January1, 2010allowing countiesto continueto imposean additional$1 fee on
registeredvehicles, passedthe Assembly AppropriationsCommitteeon January22,
2004 by a vote of 22 to 1 andpassedtheAssemblyby a vote of 62 to 7 on January26,
2004. It nowproceedsto theSenate,

We will continueto keepyou informed.
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